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FAMILY AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE — REFUGES 
Point of Order — Question without Notice 514 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: I have a point of order with regard to an answer that was provided during question time. 
To facilitate this point of order being delivered in a concise fashion, I propose to provide you, Madam President, 
with a copy of the question and answer that was provided. You will see that the document that I have just had 
delivered to you is a copy of the question and answer that I asked the Leader of the House. At part (5) of the 
question I asked, “Will the minister table that analysis?” Madam President, you will see that the answer provided 
by the Leader of the House is: “Yes, if requested.” 

I know that there is no rule in the standing orders about repetitious questions. There is a rule about repetition in 
debate but there is nothing about repetitious questions. Can I suggest that it is incomparable with the standards of 
the house for the Leader of the House to respond in such a fashion that can only lead to me asking every day 
between now and the end of the fortieth Parliament whether the minister will table the document. To respond by 
saying, “Yes, if requested”, is farcical in the highest regard. The question I asked was: will the minister table that 
analysis? The answer was, “Yes, if requested.” How else could I request it other than by asking the minister to 
table that analysis? Madam President, I know that there is no specific standing order to deal with this, but you are 
responsible for the order of the house. Can I suggest to you, with the greatest of respect, that what has happened 
here in question time is unhelpful to the ongoing practice of this house, and I seek your ruling on it. 

The PRESIDENT: Member, thank you very much for raising that matter. I am going to have a look at that and 
I will come back to you at a later stage with a response. 
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